
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA)
First 5 Trinity Grant Program
Issued by: First 5 Trinity
RFA Number: FY 25.26
Release Date: March 19, 2025
Application Due Date: May 1, 2025

I. Overview
First 5 Trinity would like to announce the potential availability of funding to support programs that improve the health, development, and well-being of children ages 0-5 and their families. This anticipated funding opportunity aims to support innovative, evidence-based, and community-driven approaches that align with First 5’s strategic goals. Funding amounts are dependent on First 5 Trinity’s funding allotment via the Small County Population Funding Augmentation (SPCFA) through First 5 California.
Funding Priorities:
This grant seeks proposals that address one or more of the following priorities:
1. Early Childhood Education: Expanding access to high-quality early learning opportunities.
2. Health and Development: Supporting maternal and child health, developmental screenings, and early intervention services.
3. Family Support & Resilience: Strengthening families through parenting education, home visiting programs, and community resources.
4. Systems Change & Policy Innovation: Promoting long-term improvements in early childhood policies and practices.

II. Eligibility
Eligible applicants include:
· Nonprofit organizations with 501(c)(3) status
· Public agencies (schools, health departments, etc.)
· Tribal organizations
· Community-based organizations
· Collaborative partnerships with demonstrated capacity to serve children 0-5
Applicants must demonstrate experience in early childhood services and the ability to effectively manage grant funds.

III. Available Funding*
· Total Funding Available: TBD
· Grant Range: TBD
· Funding Period: Tentative Dates July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026 
Funding is subject to availability and satisfactory program performance.

IV. Application Requirements
Applicants must submit a complete proposal including:
1. Cover Page 
· Organization Name
· Contact Information
· Funding Amount Requested
2. Project Narrative (Maximum [5] pages) 
· Statement of Need: Describe the target population and community needs.
· Program Approach: Outline the project design, services provided, and implementation plan.
· Expected Outcomes: Specify measurable goals and impact.
· Partnerships & Collaboration: Identify key partners and roles.
3. Budget & Budget Narrative 
· Detailed line-item budget
· Justification of expenses
4. Evaluation Plan 
· Methods for measuring program success and outcomes
5. Organizational Capacity 
· Past experience with similar programs
· Key staff qualifications
6. Required Attachments 
· Proof of nonprofit status (if applicable)
· Letters of Support (if collaborative proposal)

V. Submission Instructions
Deadline:
Applications must be submitted no later than May 5, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.
Submission Process:
· Email Submission: Send application to ctillman@trinitycounty.org with the subject line: First 5 Grant Application – [Organization Name]

VI. Review Process & Criteria
Applications will be evaluated based on the following:
| Criterion | Points |
|-----------|--------|
| Alignment with First 5 priorities | 25 |
| Strength of program design | 20 |
| Capacity and experience | 20 |
| Budget justification | 15 |
| Evaluation and impact measurement | 10 |
| Partnerships and sustainability | 10 |
| Total Possible Points | 100 |
A review panel will assess applications, and funding decisions will be dependent on First 5 Trinity’s SPCFA funding allocation and Strategic Plan goals. 

VII. Grant Terms & Reporting Requirements
Awarded grantees must comply with First 5 [County/State] reporting and monitoring requirements, including:
· Quarterly progress reports
· Financial expenditure reports
· Participation in grantee meetings and training
· Final evaluation report upon project completion

VIII. Contact Information
For questions regarding this RFA, please contact:
Cathy Tillman
Title: First 5 Trinity Executive Director
Email: ctillman@trinitycounty.org                                                                                                         Phone: 530-784-1537

First 5 Trinity looks forward to receiving your application and working together to improve early childhood outcomes!


